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To make me thus belie my constant heart That watch't with love thine earliest infancy, Slow-ripening to the grace of womanhood, Thro' every change that made thee what thou art ?
It was in the latter part of 1837 or the beginning of 1838 that he appears to have first become known in America. Professor Rolfe, who has kindly interested himself in the matter, writes to me that R. W. Emerson somehow made acquaintance with the 1830 and 1832 volumes about that time and delighted in lending them to his friends.
Emerson suggested a reprint of the volumes, and Longfellow, brother of the poet, showed Prof. Rolfe a letter from Messrs C. C. Little & Co. of Boston addressed to the poet and dated April 27th, 1838, stating that they intended to publish the reprint; but for some reason this plan was not carried out.
During some months of 1837 my father was deeply immersed in Pringle's Travels, and Lyell's Geology: and from Pringle he got the image of the hungry lion used in his simile in " Locksley Hall ":
Slowly comes a hungry people, as a lion creeping f nigher,                                                                               '
Glares at one that nods and winks behind a slowly- [ dying fire,                                                                         '
f>
He received the following letter from Leigh Hunt,     f dated July 31 st:
f
MY DEAR SIR                                                                        I
Many thanks for your kind letter.   It delights me to think you should find anything to like in my verses, especially      '^ " Paganini."   I always fancy that if ever I write anything worthy     f of the name of poetry, it is when I write about music.    Your